	Agency Name:
	South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness

	Agency Code:
	(H630) SC Dept. of Education
	Section:
	SC First Steps



Form D – Proviso Revision Request
	Number
	1.76

	
	Cite the proviso according to the renumbered list for FY 2019-20 (or mark “NEW”).


	Title
	SDE: First Steps 4K Underserved Communities

	
	Provide the title from the FY 2018-19 Appropriations Act or suggest a short title for any new request.


	Budget Program
	Sec. 1, VIII. Education Improvement Act, I. First Steps to School Readiness, Sec. 1, XII First Steps to School Readiness, Sec. 1, XIII Employee Benefits

	
	Identify the associated budget program(s) by name and budget section.


	Related Budget Request
	No

	
	Is this request associated with a budget request you have submitted for FY 2019-20?  If so, cite it here.


	Requested Action
	Amend

	
	Choose from: Add, Delete, Amend, or Codify.


	Other Agencies Affected
	None

	
	Which other agencies would be affected by the recommended action?  How?


	Summary & Explanation
	Proviso allows private 4K providers to apply for up to $30,000 in one-time supplemental funds to expand new classroom access to 10 or more CERDEP-eligible children. Additionally, the specific fiscal year reference associated with mandated reporting has been replaced with “current fiscal year” to prevent the need for annual proviso amendment.  

	
	Summarize the existing proviso.  If requesting a new proviso, describe the current state of affairs without it.  Explain the need for your requested action.  For deletion requests due to recent codification, please identify SC Code section where language now appears.


	Fiscal Impact
	The fiscal impact to this change would result in approximately $450,000 in additional cost.  This is based on 15 additional grants. No additional funding is requested as this need can be accommodated with funds on hand. 

	
	Provide estimates of any fiscal impacts associated with this proviso, whether for state, federal, or other funds.  Explain the method of calculation.


	Proposed

Proviso Text
	1.76.
(SDE: First Steps 4K Underserved Communities)  Using funds appropriated for the Child Early Reading and Development Education Program, South Carolina First Steps shall develop a pilot program to expand four-year-old kindergarten enrollment within underserved communities eligible for participation during the most recent fiscal year.  Newly created and/or newly approved private providers proposing to expand service to ten or more CERDEP eligible children in communities enrolling less than 80% of unable to enroll all eligible students in a public, private, or Head Start setting during the prior fiscal year, may apply for up to $30,000 in one-time supplemental, needs-based incentives designed to address building renovations, documented as necessary to bring proposed classrooms into compliance with licensing regulations, materials and staffing costs, and/or other obstacles currently preventing their participation in the First Steps 4K program. The First Steps Board of Trustees shall develop and approve an application process that incorporates formal review and fiscal safeguards designed to ensure grant funds are used solely to address documented barriers to program participation.  Providers receiving this one-time supplement are expected to participate in the program and provide high-quality, center-based programs as defined herein for a minimum of three years.  Failure to participate for three years will require the provider to return a portion of the supplemental allocation at a level determined by the Office of First Steps to School Readiness.  First Steps shall submit a report detailing its process, expenditures and expanded enrollment to the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee and the Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee by March 15 of the current fiscal year, 2019.

	
	Paste FY 2018-19 text above, then bold and underline insertions and strikethrough deletions.  For new proviso requests, enter requested text above.



